The subject of dysrhythmia, or arrhythmia in common parlance, is becoming increasingly important in the close supervision of patients following cardiac infarction or cardiac surgery and in the use of artificial pacemakers. Anyone who can understand and remember everything in this remarkable book on arrhythmias may justifiably be regarded as an expert in this subject. Most cardiologists will find it rewarding to read it from cover to cover and it ought to be on the bctokshelf of every cardiac department.
It should be invaluable for reference for the general physician and senior medical student.
Illustrations are freely used and indeed cover almost every aspect of the text, but are not always up to the standard of the text in clarity. This is partly because of the very large numbers required, and partly because of the deterioration of electrocardiographic technique that has occurred with the use of direct writers.
A very nice balance has been achieved between etiology, historical discussion, electrocardiographic description, and clinical correlation and treatment, and this new second edition is up to date and thoroughly recommended. This book is an expanded and modernized second edition of Dr Tompsett's excellent and unique manual on anatomical techniques and museum technology. The core of the book, and probably the most valuable part, provides clear details of the methods for the preparation of corrosion casts of blood vessels and organ cavities using unsaturated polyester resins; the author has been an important pioneer of this technique. Full instructions are given for the use of the recently introduced Crystic resin 700. A number of colour plates d ls wih may be achieved. The beauty of the' tnu is that, with simple apparatus, a relative tyro can produce comparable mwlts, giv the benefit of Tompsett's experience. These methods have bftn fruitfully employed in clinically important investigations into renal vascularity and the segmental anatomy of the lungs and liver. The new edition includes specific instructions for dealing with various other special cases.
As in the previous edition, an acceptable technique for anatomical illustration is described, which places the minimum demand upon natural artistic talent. Sound advice is also given on a variety of topics from the embalming of bodies to the preparation of skeletons; new material has been added here.
This book is proven as an invaluable aid not only to the museum curator but also to the original investigator. This new edition will doubtless be even more widely used. This volume contains two clinical reviews. The first is on phenylketonuria, the most writtenand talked-about of all genetic disorders. It is good to have the subject covered by such an expert as D Y-Y Hsia; he describes the different cliical and biochemical variants, the results of treatment, and the experience so far of parental phenylketonuria. M D Milne draws on his wealth of experience to produce an excellent account and classification of the genetic renal disorders which, though rare, are useful in demonstrating aspects ofrenal development and function.
Apart from these two review articles, the subjects chosen for the volume are concerned with cells and proteins and have little clinical connotation. The important technique of cell hybridization is discussed by B R Migeon and B Childs. This technique is likely to lead to a rapid increae of knowledge about mode of action, phenotypic expression, and chromosomal location of enzymes. The variations in complement componnts are described by S Ruddy and K F Austen, together with two diseases that are produced by complement abnormalities. M K Fagthol and C-B Laurell describe the a,-antitripsin deficicy which, in the homozygous form, accounts for some cases of primary emphysema. Not all homozygotes, however, develop emphysema, and there is no evidence that heterozygotes are more
